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Rusty-spotted Cat in India: New Distribution Data
Kunal Patel1Kunal Patel1Kunal Patel  and Peter Jackson2

In October 2004, a small cat 
was sighted in the eastern, dry-
deciduous forests of Gujarat, 

(22°31’N/73°56’E), 80 km north-east 
of Baroda. The cat, which was sitting 
on a large sandstone rock, probably to 
ambush rodents, was thought to be a 
jungle cat (Felis chausjungle cat (Felis chausjungle cat ( ). But after pho-
tographing the cat (cover page), Ku-
nal Patel was able to note its small size 
and striped forehead, showing it to be 
a rusty-spotted cat. It was outside a 
protected area in a place surrounded 
by human activities.

Subsequently, more sightings of the 
rusty-spotted cat occurred in Ratanma-
hal Biodiversity Sanctuary (22°32’N/ 
74°05’E), which contains the most pristi-
ne forests of the region, and Chhandepur 
Forest Division of Panchmahal region.

The rusty-spotted cat (Prionailurus The rusty-spotted cat (Prionailurus The rusty-spotted cat (
rubiginosus), confi ned to India and Sri 
Lanka, is one of the smallest of the Fe-
lidae, which may explain why there are 
few data on its distribution in the forests 
of India. It had been known mainly from 
western peninsular India, but surprise re-
cords elsewhere in the subcontinent were 
reported in recent times.

Perhaps the most surprising was the 
fi nding of a specimen in the foothills of 
the Himalaya in Jammu (Chakraborti 
1978). A kitten found in the Tukula Fo-
rest in the eastern state of Orissa (Wright 
1984) seemed to confi rm earlier reports 
that the cat existed in the region. It was 
followed by two kittens being found a 
short distance away in the Balliguda Fo-
rest Division (Acharjyo et al. 1997)

In western India, the cat was photo-
graphed in the Gir Lion Sanctuary in the graphed in the Gir Lion Sanctuary in the graphed in t
Junagadh region of Gujarat (Johnsingh 
1990), for the fi rst time in 1989 and again 
in 1990. It was later recorded in the Dangs 
in southern Gujarat.
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Workshops on the Conservation of the Balkan Lynx
Urs Breitenmoser

The lynx occurrence in the south-
western Balkans has been iden-
tifi ed as the most threatened au-

tochthonous Eurasian lynx population. 
Although the critical status has been 
known for long, no specifi c conservati-
on actions were taken so far. The popu-
lation ranges over western Macedonia, 
eastern Albania and the southern rim 
of the Kosovo (Serbia and Montene-
gro). 

International co-operation is indispen-
sable for a recovery programme, but not 
easy in this region that has recently faced 
war-like commotions. Two workshops 
initiated by Euronatur and the Cat Spe-

cialist Group, in Mavrovo National Park 
(Macedonia) and in Tirana (Albania) in 
April 2005 have explored the possibilities 
to establish a cross-border alliance for the 
conservation of the Balkan lynx. 

Available information indicates that the 
population consists of less than 100 mature 
individuals. This critical status is worsened 
by the fact that in signifi cant parts of the 
range, prey is scarce and the habitat de-
stroyed. The recovery of the Balkan lynx 
population is important because the lynx 
in south-eastern Europe was described as a 
distinct subspecies by Buresch (1941) and 
Mirić (1971). As this classifi cation was 
controversial, material has been collected 
and a genetic study is under way.

The workshop goals were to re-as-
sess the status of the Balkan lynx, its prey 
and habitat, and to explore the organi-
sational structures and the institutional 
responsibilities in regard to a future Bal-
kan lynx alliance. Participants concluded 
that the lynx would be a perfect fl agship 
species to promote IUCN’s Green Belt 
initiative (www.greenbelteurope.org) in 
the Balkans, and that the international 
co-operation and fi rst on-the-ground ac-
tivities should be discussed in another 
meeting in fall 2005. For more infor-
mation, see the Balkan Lynx Compen-
dium (www.catsg.org) and the ELOIS 
project (www.kora.unibe.ch).
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